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WMEDS
AN American tourist in Stockholm tn

the early part of last August
stepped out of his room to go in

search of the hotal bar tbars are very rare

things in Sweden). The first thing that
struck his eye as lie walked down the corridorwas a sign in bold letters across a

door. It read:
"Bad Rum."
As an almost completely Volsteadized

American, our friend had his own opinions
on bad rum. and so he walked
on without comment. A few f
steps further on another sign
challenged liim with the black
lettered expletive:
"Dam Rum."
"Hm." muttered our friend.

"I wouldn't go quite ;us far as

all that.'*
A few steps further on he

was brought up shnrply before
. 'j

a door from which stared the
sinister slogan: ^w®^Pal
"Dam Had Rum."
"tlreat Kighteenth Amendment,"groaned the poor man

as he made his melancholy
way ba< k to his room. "Wliat
an awful thing liquor must be << ,

in this country."
But, a» he discovered later.

the meaning of the legends,
respectively, is "batli room,"
"ladies' room" and "ladies'
bath room."

Still a great man) people in j |
Sweden declare that liquor is p J
an awful thing. Before the K I
referendum on prohibition on R A .;-jj
August "7 the belief was gen- Jj
eral that a majority were of |
that opinion.

v »ii uif* -out UL .uifjuoi ever;*

body in Sweden who was "in
the know" was sure that poor f Ij&BSggm
old John was in for another ; fPP^funeral.Most people were

convinced prohibition would
win by a sixty to forty majorityAnd though the referendum was

only < onsultative, to be taken up by Parliamentlater, a strong prohibition majority
would practically have forced that body to
sign the death warrant of alcohol.

"J beiieve in the enduring folly of human
nature," said a Stockholm editor to me on

thy 26th, "and so I am sure that prohibi-
tion will win, because it would be a great
folly for Sweden."
"Why a great folly?"
"Economically, first of all, our State now

derives a revenue of 110.000.000 crowns

from the liquor traffic. It would lose that,
and in addition would have to sper.d almost
as much more in in effort to stamp out

bootlegging and smuggling. The Swedish
liquor control, and the fact that such
countries as Esthonia and Finland have a

much lower value than we have, lias alreadybrought us some liquor smuggling.
Think of what would happen if we had
full prohibition. Ksthonia alone could
swamp us with liquor. Before the war

Ksthonia* made a large proportion of the
hard liquor consumed in Russia. In our,
day she has found a profitable market in
prohibition Finland and Norway. It is
hard to get at definite figures, but It is
said here that the one greatest revenue of
the Ksthonian Government is derived from
taxes on liquor taken out of the country
by smugglers. They say Esthonla is pay-
lng her national debt from that revenue.

Prohibition will be a great foily for SwedenAnd so we will get It The world
runs that way these days."
Sunday, August 27, was fair and fine, one

of those wonderful Swedish summer days,
clear and sunny and warm, without beat
Of which Stockholm has had all too few this
season. Great queues of people stretched
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out along the streets at all the voting
places. Sandwich men and women, too,
paraded up and down, carry cartoons and
prints signs exhorting the people not to

forget to vote "yes," and also not to forget
to vote "no." Richly costumed heralds on

horseback rode around blaring out trumpet
calls to the Armageddon of alcohol. Even
the church bells of Stockholm.and Stockholmhas many churches.seemed to cry
out a musical clangor of "vote yes, vote

Electioneering at Sto

no," "vote no, vote yes." For even tn
Sweden's churches opinion is divided on

prohibition. Newspapers interviewed men

who had returned from the ends of the
earth to vote in diverse ways. One enterprisingjournal, in accord with the spiritualistictrend of our time, printed interviewson prohibition with Sweden's historic
dead. In the "King's Garden" the statue
of Sweden's lighting king. Charles XII.,
still stretched a warning finger in the directionuf Russia. And on this da> with
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added significance, for Russia is a prohibi-
uon country, or nearly soTwowomen stood at the end of a long
queue just off Gustaf Adolf's Square.

"This waiting is awful," said one, "but I
must get in my 'yes' vote In favor of prohibition."

"It is awful," replied the other, "but I
must get in my 'no' vote."
There was silence for nearly an hour.

Then the "yee" lady ventured:

ckholm polling place.
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Our votes will wipe each other out."
"Yes," said the other.
Another silence. Then the "yes" lady

ventured again:
"It would come to the same if we both

dropped out of the line. Shall we?"
"No, indeed." replied the other. "I'm

going to get in my 'no' vote if it takes all
night. And besides, one never can trust
you prohibitionists."
And the two women held grimly on
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at the end of their queue. The way the
women voted was a surprise to the prohibitionists.Fifty-three per cent, of the
Stockholm vote on prohibition was cast
by women. Of this 53 per cent. 44 was

against and 9 in favor of prohibition. In
Gothenburg, the second city in Sweden,
23.355 women voted against prohibition
and 11,904 in fnvor. In the third city,
Malmo. 15,141 women voted against and
4,511 in favor. The women were counted
on by the prohibitionists Just as men count
on death and taxes.

Sunday night great crowds

~~| gathered in the public squares
!where the bulletins were

shown. There was a feeling in
the air that John Barleycorn
was dying. The restaurants
were alive with people. Liquor
flowed as freely as might launderthe restrictive control of
Dr. Ivan Bratt's liquor system.
And everywhere there was

dancing. Appropriately enough
the dances were America
The Swedes were dancing at
what they thought to be John
Barleycorn's wake, to the tune
of American prohibition jazz
And then the reports began

to come in. Persistently they
showed heavy majorities in
the "no" column. A mighty
"Skol to no" roared out in
Stockholm's cafes. Out on
Gustaf Adolfs Square a huge

t/vntr > » t Ka C.. a^

H isb drinking: song of "Helan
Oar" and sang it with great
effect. A very unusual thing
for Sweden, that, for the
Swedes are not "good mixers"
in public gatherings, though
they are great ensemble singers.
The result was in doubt for

twenty-four hours. The antiprohibitionvote held strong,
____J but as the returns from the

country came in the prohibitionvote climbed higher and
I higher. As late as Monday night, the
28th, the bulletins of two newspapers
wore ai loggerneaus over nit* resuu. 1 ne

bulletin of the Svenska Dagbtadrt on

Birger Jtirls street showed a majority
of 8.900 for prohibition. Just across the
street the Dagcus Nyheter announced J
majority of 40,000 for the antis. People
wandered back and forth between the two
arguing and shaking their heads. It was

a great plebiscite, the first in Swedish history.It brought out 61 per cent, of the
country's total vote.
The complete official result of the vote

was 930,655 against prohibition and 901,053
for, a majority of 29.602 out of 1.831,704

f-votes cast.
The results so:tm to show that Sweden

has definitely decided on a restriction ot
alcohol as against complete prohibition.
This restriction has been In effect for some
years. Its present form Is the system oi
Dr. Ivan BratL who is called the "liquor
dictator of Sweden" Before the Pratt
system was put Into effect there had ex:isted the so-called "Gothenburg system."
which abolished the Swedish saloon and
established certain hours when liquor
could be sold.

Briefly, the Bratt system is this: AH
wine and spirits In Sweden containing
mre* t c no. nnn» nl.V^l U a \ n_
w»w ».v j/vi vcui, aiwuui ai 1* BU1U IIUVURU
the Wine and Spirits Ontral. the only organizationIn Sweden having the right t«
manufacture and to sell liquor wholesale.
This organization sells to 120 local companiesIn aa many local districts throughoutSweden, and these In turn supply lnIdividual* as well as hotels and restaurant*

I Individual buying is controlled by th«
"rnotbok." The "motbok" is a looklet with
detachable Blips on which its owner must

|J Continued on Page Twenty-three.


